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Piety as a Crime Prevention means
DOI: 10.12816/0005721

Prof. Othman Juma Dhumairyiah?
College of Sharia and Islamic Studies — Sharjah University — UAE

Abstract:

Islam is a comprehensive godly doctrine for the humankind. It is based on
monotheism (Tawheed) on of all its legislations and principles. Tawheed principle
leaves a tremendous effect on family and individual leading to the formation of an
ideal society free from crimes. Islamic doctrine, therefore, is based on nipping crimes
in the bud before imposing punishment. Islamic doctrine realizes this through four
ways, namely, by behavioral reform: urging individuals to abide by acts of devotion
which refine and purify the soul. The second way is that Islamic doctrine seeks to
create a righteous public opinion and a pure ambience that leads to rectifying the
behavior and hence preventing crimes: this is an implementation to the principle of
Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice. Islamic doctrine places more barriers to
prevent people from falling into the abyss of crime, and then imposes the proportional
punishment for crimes as a deterrent. From the aforementioned, it is obviously clear
that piety can be an effective means to prevent crimes plaguing the contemporary
societies. According to studies which draw an analogy between societies that adopt
religious doctrine and those fail to do so, crime rates are at their heights in the latter
unlike the in the former. Using an analytical method, this research endeavors to
explain this idea, and finally makes numerous recommendations, including, instilling
religious values into individuals and societies.

Keywords:

Piety — crime — Punishment — Crime Prevention — Criminal Policy in Islam —
Legislative Criminal Policy — Belief — Recognition — Liability — Morals — Behavior
Social Control.

1-Manuscript: was submitted in January 2012, under No 80\1\2012, refereed in
February 2012 and approved for publication in February 2014.

2-Biography: Prof. Othman is a professor of Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh) at College
of Sharia and Islamic Studies — Sharjah University. He graduated from the
colleges of Education and Sharia — Damascus University and the College of
Sharia and Law — Al- Azhar University. He has worked in the education field in
KSA and written numerous books and researches. He has taken part in a host of
conferences and debates both locally and internationally.
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